W.I.T.C.H. December Preview on ABC Family

ABC Family has planned an upcoming adventure series "W.I.T.C.H." based on the comic magazine sweeping Europe.  A preview will air Saturday, December 18 (12:00 noon, ET/11:00 a.m., PT) on the ABC Television Network. It will also be presented Sunday, December 19 during JETIX on ABC Family (9:30 a.m. ET/PT) and Toon Disney (8:00 p.m. ET/PT). 

"W.I.T.C.H." (an acronym of the heroine's names) introduces 13-year-old Will Vandom, the new student at Sheffield Institute as she befriends Irma Lair, Taranee Cook, Cornelia Hale and Hay Lin Lin.  I’m suppose to believe the title of the show has nothing to do with women pledging their eternal souls to Satan and it can be conveniently explained with an acronym of their names; ABC should just say hey we wanted to make a show about witches!!

It's Hay Lin's grandmother who reveals to the girls that they're the next generation of The Guardians and she and a group of women like her will now pass knowledge, power and responsibility to them. (This sounds like the plot from Cat Woman)  The girls also receive The Heart of Candrakar (from Satan himself no doubt and their first lesbian experience), an amulet that most astonishingly, amplifies their powers and physically transforms them -- whenever they want -- into grown-up creatures with powers unlike any human, and a duty to uphold what's right.  (nice touch)  The Heart itself selects Will as the group's leader and before long, the girls receive a magical map that helps them in their quest to protect the world from evil.  (They should start by destroying that damned amulet!)

The girl's distinct personalities are mirrored in their unique special powers: 

Will has the power of energy and is a natural leader. She is calm and cool yet occasionally rambunctious. Her parents are divorced and she lives with her mother. Will keeps the Heart of Candrakar and as leader, holds the group together. Her color is fuchsia. 

  

Irma has the power of water. She is the goofball among the girls and is somehow always having fun, reveling in making other's laugh. Irma lives with her mother and father (a policeman) and her younger brother. Her color is turquoise. 

  

Taranee has the power of fire. She is a deep thinker, never quick to judge or to act. Of African descent, she is smart and a good listener. Her mother is a judge and her father is a psychologist. Taranee is also telepathic and her friends look to her for comfort and common sense. Her color is red. 

  

Cornelia has the power of earth. She is popular, confident and beautiful. Although she sometimes comes across as aloof, she is very loyal and caring. Her father is a banker and her mother is a house renovator. Her color is green. 

  

Hay Lin has the power of air. She is an artist and a free-spirited friend. Of Chinese descent, she is optimistic and her friends gain strength from her sunny demeanor. Her parents run a restaurant and her paternal grandmother lives with them. Her color is silver. 
(Sounds like an episode of Captain Planet)

When they're at home and school, Will, Irma, Taranee, Cornelia and Hay Lin face universal teen issues including self-confidence, trendy clothing and friendship, notably with the one other best friend who cannot know their secret, the brilliant artist and popular cheerleader Elyon. When they transform into The Guardians and cross The Veil into Meridian, the girls embark on adventures filled with action, suspense, mythology and responsibilities of greater proportion. 

Meanwhile, in Meridian, the oppressive Prince Phobos is desperate to find his sister, the rightful heir to the throne. She was spirited away from Meridian while still an infant and is now living safely on Earth. The prince is beset at every turn by The Rebellion, a group tired of his tyranny and determined to thwart him. One of the young rebels is Caleb who the girls meet in the first suspenseful story arc that sets off the battle for the universe, to find the missing sister before Prince Phobos does and to learn the intricate secrets of Meridian. It will be up to The Guardians to fend off Phobos, his lieutenant -- a morphing humanoid/lizard named Cedric -- and his guards, menacing creatures known as Lurdens.  I think that the show is a blatant attempt to build on the success of Harry Potter in leading young people away from God by making magic/witchcraft acceptable and fun.
Article by Michael Green

I watched the Indiana Pacers play the Detroit Pistons in what I was sure to be an emotional game; the Pacers lost to the Pistons last year in the playoffs and I was sure that they would want to make a statement this time.  Well, the game was pretty much over when Ron Artest (Pacers) gave a hard foul to Ben Wallace (Pistons); a fight ensued but the real brawl happened after the fight.  Ron Artest was sprawled across the scorers table with his hands behind his neck probably thinking about the suspension that was sure to come because of his hard foul and subsequent fight.  All of a sudden a fan throws a cup of beer on Artest and he bolts into the stands over 5 rows of seats and smacks the unruly fan in the face.  Teammates and other fans jump in and before you know it you have a brawl.  Pacer players Stephen Jackson and Jermaine Oneal were visibly seen assaulting fans.  It was an ugly sight but I believe that the fans were wrong here.  We are quick to assume that the fan threw a beer in Ron Artest’s face, but that cup could just as easily have had some toxin or even body fluid in it.  Artest was clearly assaulted and therefore has a right to defend himself; anyone that has played a team sport will chime in and tell you that teammates will protect teammates, that’s what happened.  Now because of the media attention that this altercation received the face of the NBA has been tarnished and I’m sure that we’ll here from people like Larry Bird, Joe Dumars, Magic Johnson, Larry Brown, and commissioner David Stern sounding in saying that this sort of  behavior isn’t and never will be accepted in the NBA.  They will tell their precious fans anything to keep the seats filled but buying a ticket gives you the singular right to sit in it and watch the game.  It does not come with the right to assault the players in the game or other fans.  

The game was stopped with 45.9 seconds remaining when a pushing and shoving between the teams spilled into the stands after fans began throwing things at the players near the scorer's table.  "It's the ugliest thing I've seen as a coach or player," Pistons coach Larry Brown said. 

After several minutes of players fighting with fans in the stands, the Pacers were pelted with beer, ice, and popcorn as they made their way to the locker room in one of the scariest brawls in an NBA game. The Palace announcer said the game was being stopped and pleaded with fans not to throw things.

NBA Commissioner David Stern issued the following statement:

“The events at last night’s game were shocking, repulsive and inexcusable -- a humiliation for everyone associated with the NBA. This demonstrates why our players must not enter the stands whatever the provocation or poisonous behavior of people attending the games. Our investigation is ongoing and I expect it to be completed by tomorrow evening.

The NBA has taken the following actions, effective immediately:

1. Indiana players Ron Artest, Stephen Jackson and Jermaine O’Neal are suspended indefinitely, the length to be determined upon completion of the investigation.

2. Detroit player Ben Wallace is suspended indefinitely, the length to be determined upon completion of the investigation.

3. Review of rules and procedures relating to altercations and security have been undertaken so that fans can continue to attend our games unthreatened by events such as the ones that occurred last night.”

The suspensions hurt the Pacers more than Pistons because they lose two all star players in Ron Artest and Jermaine Oneal.  Stephen Jackson averaged over 20 ppg last season.  The Pistons don’t lose much offensively with Ben Wallace being out.  I don’t look for these guys to be suspended too long they’ll be back for the Christmas Day rematch.  It’s a money thing as Stern’s statement shows they’ll give the fans what they wanna see…

Article by Michael Green

I’m a Nintendo loyalist but I have been disappointed these past years by some decisions made by Nintendo of America. Company policy has been to give consumers strictly a gaming console.  Their competitors have bundled features like DVD players, karaoke, and web browsing with their systems.  Most troubling has been their choice not to include online game play with the gamecube. The online feature gives you the ability to enjoy the experience with your friends anywhere in the world. Sony and Microsoft have enjoyed much success by catering to this market.  

 Visually I rank Xbox first, Gamecube second, and PS2 a close third.  It gets interesting because playstation has the most games and a greater variety of games. Xbox has more games unique to their system than gamecube but the quality isn’t there. Nintendo has made their money by dominating the handheld market and yes their handhelds are compatible with the gamecube.  It’s definitely not mismanagement or a lack of vision here.  Nintendo definitely has a plan and has kept too it; I applaud them for that.  

Nintendo is holding an ace that could possibly make my boycott mute. They will be releasing a handheld system 11/21/04 that supports wireless online play. (along with chat and text messaging.)  If this system is compatible with the gamecube then it would open the door for free wireless online play.  Microsoft and Sony both charge a monthly fee for online play; free online game play would push nintendo into another stratosphere, but I’m unsure why they would keep this secret.  I would lead with that story.

Let’s just hope that Nintendo has an ace up its sleeve.

Article by Michael Green

I’m boycotting all movies.  I’m sick of the same tired, old, repetitive story lines.  In my opinion there should be more planning put into these movies.  An actor/actress should spend no less than 3 yrs preparing for a major role.  Case in point: I think that it is a disservice for someone to believe they can accurately portray a person’s life story after 3 months of “intense” preparation.  It took Cassius Clay Jr. 22yrs to become who we know to be Muhammad Ali.  How could Will Smith accurately convey this personality to us after so little preparation?  Also, I’m tired of movies that blatantly ignore the diversity that has shaped this country since it was founded.  Let’s not forget that our Native American friends were here long before any of us.  Case in point: I’m a fan of J.R.R. Tolkien so of course I sat through the first two movies (The Lord of the Rings and The Two Towers).  I went to the second one in hopes that they would repent from their actions in the first movie.  I left the theatre that night saddened by the fact that this series has made over $880 Million from sales in the Americas but has not recognized the diversity of this culture in their films.  I had to sit through four Star Wars but even George Lucas finally got it right.  Blacks are not traitors and we should not have to be a voice behind a mask.  I’m sure that some idiot will say that, “Tolkien described the characters in his books and the film studio followed his script to the letter.”  I think not you idiot!  I remember the character Golem killing trolls two at a time in, The Hobbit, yet in The Two Towers he was reduced to a miserable sniveling coward.  The film studio followed a script alright, the outdated one that has minorities type cast.  I’ll rest better knowing that the third movie will gross around $440 million minus my $6. 

I have one question for all my fellow Tolkien fans.  Where was John Ronal Reuel Tolkien born?  (South Africa)
For all my Cassius Clay Jr. fans.  Where did Muhammad Ali win his gold medal?  City/Country (Rome, Italy)
Article by Michael Green

This week I decided to take a look at World News Tonight on ABC.  (Peter Jennings is the man when it comes to relaying and relating the news.)  One of the topics was a new weapon that the U.S. plans to use against Iraq.  It sounds like just another boring story but I’d like to use this opportunity to show you how my mind works.  Military sources say that the United States is preparing a monster new weapon, described as a, Massive Ordnance Air Burst bomb.   As soon as I heard Peter say the name I immediately said, “MOAB”.  Moab is also the name of an ancient country on the hill plateau east of the Dead Sea, in what is now Jordan.  The descendants of the people of this ancient region now live in Iraq, Jordan, Syria, and Egypt.  These people are known as Edomites.  I will focus on Iraq because the news report was about Iraq.  From here on I will present a list of apparent ironies and let you draw a conclusion for yourself.
The pride of your heart has deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?  (OBADIAH 1:3)This seems to characterize Saddam Hussein.

If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night,(how art thou cut off) would they not have stolen till they had enough?  (OBADIAH 1:5) Iraq is potentially one of the richest countries in the world. It contains enormous deposits of petroleum and natural gas, but this wealth is not evident.  Hussein hoards it for himself and says that they are cut off by the U.S. sanctions.  

Now I think that it is important to speak on the kinship between the parties involved. Esau and Jacob were the twin sons of Isaac.  (Genesis 25:23-34)  Thus dwelt Esau in mount Se’eir:  Esau is Edom.  (GENESIS 36:8)Esau’s descendants live in Iraq.  Jacob has descendants in Israel.  Now as you read the rest of OBADIAH things began to get a little clearer.  He was speaking of the present and the future.  I’ll prove this statement later.  I then here Peter Jennings talking about a United Nations decree that Iraq must destroy all of their Al Samoud missiles.  These missiles have a range of over 200 miles. According to the sanctions imposed after the Gulf War, Iraq is prohibited from having missiles with a range of over 200 miles.  Iraq has these missiles aimed at Israel.  For the violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off forever.  (OBADIAH 1:10) I would not be surprised to see these missiles used against Israel if war breaks out.  There is another correlation concerning the 200 miles.  And the angel swung his sickle to the earth, and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God. And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out of the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles. (Rev.14:19, 20)  (This distance would engulf Iraq)  So you say, “this isn’t talking about Iraq.”  (Read ISIAH 63:1-7)  Who is this that comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?  Look at a map of Iraq and in the southeast corner you will see Al-Basrah.  Oh, I almost forgot I’m boycotting ignorance this week!

ABC News article:   
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/wnt/World/newbomb030225.html
As the United States approaches the possibility of war with Iraq, military sources say there will be a major effort to cripple Iraq's air defenses in both these zones and in the south, to take out surface-to-surface missiles that pose a threat to American troops in Kuwait. 

Preparations for war appear to be nearly complete. 

Military sources say all the ships the Navy needs to go to war are in the region — nearly 100 of them, including five aircraft carrier battle groups. 

In the next several weeks, the Air Force will fly in the last 100 to 150 of its planes — including B-2 stealth bombers early next week. That will bring the total of American aircraft — Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps — to about 900. 

As for U.S. troops, there are now 210,000 in the region from the Navy, Air Force, Army and Marine Corps. In the next two weeks, 50,000 more are expected. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld was asked how long this massive U.S. force could just sit there. 

"It is very clear that once you flow the forces it's stressful to maintain them for a long period of time," Rumsfeld said. "It is clearly preferable to be engaged in Iraq in the period other than the summer." 

Temperatures begin climbing to summer levels in April. 

When and if the United States does go to war, military sources say the United States is preparing a monster new weapon to be used during the first nights. 

It's called MOAB, short for "massive ordnance air burst" bomb. It is a modern, bigger version of the 15,000-pound "Daisy Cutter" used in Vietnam, the Persian Gulf War and Afghanistan. 

Sources say MOAB — still experimental — is a 21,000-pound bomb that will be pushed out the back of a C-130 transport and guided by satellite. Because it is not dropped by parachute, as was the old Daisy Cutter, the aircraft can let it go from far higher altitudes, making it safer for U.S. pilots. 

The MOAB's massive explosive punch, sources say, is similar to a small nuclear weapon. 

It is intended to obliterate a command center hidden in tunnels and bunkers or a concentration of Iraqi tanks. 

Whatever the target, it must be far from cities where civilians might be hurt. But one important aspect of using this type of weapon, sources say, will be psychological impact on enemy troops. It is intended to terrorize Iraqi troops, drastically reducing their desire to continue the fight. [image: image1.png]




Article by: Michael Green 

Friendship is a sacred appointed position.  A friend takes an oath similar to that which a doctor swears.  A friend should always help and never hinder.  It is said that, “to him that is afflicted pity should be shown from his friend.”(JOB6:14)  I have been elated to see in these last years that my laugher is shared, but saddened to see my pain spread more freely. A man’s troubles should not bring happiness to his friends but time and time again I see it happen.  It seems to me that much like doctors some friends take a “Hippo-critic Oath.”  If there is a time for scorn then surely there must be a time for praise.  I challenge my friends now to standup and answer the call and be found worthy of their post.  I’m reminded of a quote from The Tragedy of Julius Caesar.  “Friends, Romans, Countrymen, lend me your ears!  I come to bury Caesar not praise him.”  I whole-hearted wish that my apparent funeral eulogy can be converted into a rallying cry for the blood of my enemies.  They wish to see my ruin but if I should fall much like Caesar it will take a triumvirate of good men to fill my position!  I am aware of the “Ides of March” and therefore I will not hold my peace any longer.  I no longer wish my friends to stand behind me, but in front of me to shield me from the storm or if they wish; turn around, face me and see why friendship is the wiser stance.  

The Oath of Friendship
You do solemnly swear, by the most sacred of trusts

That you will be loyal to the post of a friend and just and generous to its members

That you will lead your lives and practice your art in uprightness and honor

That into whatsoever conversation you shall enter, it shall be for the good of your friend.  You do so swear to the utmost of your power, your holding yourselves far aloof from wrong, from corruption, from the tempting of others to vice

That you will exercise your art solely for the benefit of your friend, and will give no information, perform no inquiry, for the purposes of slander, even if solicited, far less suggest it

That whatsoever you shall see or hear of the lives of men or women which is not fitting to be spoken, you will keep inviolably secret

These things do you swear. Let each bow the head in sign of acquiescence

And now, if you will be true to this, your oath, may prosperity and good repute be ever yours; the opposite, if you shall prove yourselves forsworn.

Article by: Michael Green

Dreaming is a form of mental activity, different from waking thought.  Dreaming occurs during sleep. The process of dream activity has been characterized by many clinical and laboratory studies. These studies show that dreams are more perceptual than conceptual. Things are seen and heard rather than thought.  It should be no surprise then for you  to discover that adults spends 25% of their nights sleep dreaming, but newborn children spend as much as 50% of sleep time, dreaming.  You’ve heard it many times before but I’ll tell you again, “unless we begin to perceive as babes we will never reach our true potential.”(Matthew 18:3)  The trials of life slowly drain dreams from our minds.  We cannot submit to the apparent futility of dreaming. A dreamer must have extraordinary vision complemented by the drive to achieve his goals.  Children are pardoned from any responsibility concerning the implementation of their dreams because they do not have the ability to act on them.  But what of those that have the ability but choose not to act.  There is no forgiveness for a person that wastes talent.  I can tell you from experience that I now have less talents than I once had because of my refusal to use them.(I still have more than enough though.)  Each of us is special and we should endeavor with all available strength to use these gifts to the best of our capability. 

A dreamer is someone that tries to achieve all hatched possible positive outcomes.  He is an explorer not affected or blinded by the sarcasms of ordinary men.  His idealism makes him a man of vision.  One who boldly tempts fate and dismisses the scorn of lesser men.  I’m reminded of a story.  There was an old sheep dog that through experience learned of the softness of hay because his first duty was the care of sheep.  With age he cared less about the sheep and more about his sleep.  His lack of vision caused the farmer to have him replaced.  The old dog could not eat the hay but he was not about to let the sheep eat his bed.  It is laziness that finds many of us in later years.  We know our job and responsibility but the wisdom of experience is replaced by shortcuts and the tricks learned through experience.  In life there are always those who have the keys of knowledge and refuse to use them.  They will always stand in the way of your nourishment and not allow you to feed.  The “Old Dog” can’t eat the hay and will not allow anyone else to eat either. (Luke 11:52)  The elder statesman is always replaced with a younger hound.  The youthful apprentice is relentless, full of energy, and not set in his ways.  However the “Old Dog’s” wisdom should be exploited because there is much that he can teach the humble young pup if he so chooses.

We must take steps in life to follow our dreams if not the title of “Dreamer” quickly becomes a curse.

Article by: Michael Green

Much has been said by France in respect to the actions taken by the United States concerning Saddam Hussein, and Iraq.  Although the United States has asserted that they are on a mission of liberation, they are still painted as oppressors by the French.  This has caused Americans and the British to harbor some ill feeling toward France.  It is my belief that we all could learn a few things from the French.  History is a great teacher so let’s take a look at theirs.

France annexed Algeria in 1834, and the new regime aroused fierce resistance from tribesmen accustomed to indirect Ottoman rule. France began to colonize Algeria and European settlers poured into the country. To encourage settlement, the French seized or purchased lands at prices below market value from Muslim owners. Algeria shortly became an overseas territory of France, controlled by the European minority, the colons (colonists). This privileged elite wielded all of the governmental powers and with the help of a large infusions of wealth developed a modern economy, with industries, banks, schools, shops, and services similar to those at home. Algerian agriculture was suited for expanse and with some guidance quickly improved to fit the French economy; large plantations produced wines and citrus fruit for export to France.  

The Muslim population benefited from social services and economic advances but, remained a disadvantaged majority.  They were also subject to many restrictions.  French law did not allow them to meet in public, own firearms, or leave their homes or villages without permission. They were French subjects, but to become French citizens, with full rights, they had to renounce their faith. 

In March 1954 a revolutionary committee that later became known as the National Liberation Front (Front de Libération Nationale, FLN) was formed. A few months later the FLN launched its bid for Algerian independence by coordinated attacks on public buildings, military targets, and communications facilities.

In 1956 the war spread to the cities. In Algiers, cafés, schools, and shops became targets, as the nationalists sought to weaken colon morale and draw international attention to their cause. The Algiers uprising was ruthlessly put down. Elsewhere, the French gradually gained the upper hand by using new tactics. Collective punishment was meted out to whole villages suspected of aiding guerrillas.  These same tactics were assimilated by Saddam Hussein.  I think it necessary to state here that it is France that supplied Hussein with the very same chemical arsenal that is currently in his possession.  They helped to equip him with these “weapons of mass destruction.”   In early May, General Paul Aussaresses, an 83-year-old reserve officer, published memoirs in which he calmly confessed to the torture and murder of dozens of Algerians civilians between 1955 and 1957.  He asserted that his practices were both common and known to France’s political leaders, including the late Francois Mitterrand (France’s longest-serving President).  Aussaresses wrote, “Those we brought to Tourelles [a torture center run by the French army’s intelligence service] were sufficiently implicated in terrorist activity that there was no way we were going to release them alive.  On busy days, when all the regiments were overwhelmed with prisoners, they would send me everybody they had no time to interrogate.  When the suspects had talked and seemed to have nothing more to say…my men would take a batch of them out in the bush, 20 kilometers or so from Algiers, shoot them down with a machine-gun burst, then bury them.”  After recounting incident after incident of torture and summary execution, Aussaresses said he’d do it all again.  I was outraged when I found that current President Jacques Chirac has only recently called for Aussaresses’ suspension for the Order of the Legion of Honor.  What’s taken so long?  Maybe Chirac wishes to cleanse his hands of some blood before slapping Americans in the face again.  Aussaresses’ and his peers are protected from prosecution by Amnesty laws which make it difficult to bring about legal action for war crimes committed in Algeria.  Despite their military superiority, the French were unable to find a political solution satisfactory to both the colons and the FLN.  Hussein, found himself in the very same circumstance when he forcibly removed refugees from Northern Iraq and replaced them with “Bathe Party Loyalists.” International criticism of France increased, and its allies in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization worried about the commitment of French forces to an unpopular war.

In May 1958 the colons and French army officers joined hands in Algiers to overthrow the French government, charging it with vacillation.  This word deals with the inability to make a decision or take a stand.  This was an ominous and very revealing observation. It is France that jealously finds fault in our instinct to act!  When all was said and done more than 1 million Algerians and 100,000 French lives had been lost.  The United States will hand the Iraqi people their freedom with far less blood on their hands.  My belief in the preponderance of evidence is so great that I won’t even bother to bring up Vietnam, another French folly and proof positive that they know very little of liberation.  Let them pass judgment on us let them have their cake now, but in the end “let them eat humble pie.”
Article by: Michael Green

We all have ways of disguising our emotions; ways of keeping secret our true self.  We employ defense mechanisms to “Mask” our true identity.  Masks have been dated at least as far back as Paleolithic times.  I think it remarkable that it was in the Paleolithic Epoch [an age that has become synonymous with ice or preservation] that the first mask was produced.  Is it the true nature of a mask to preserve “the self” and not necessarily to hide one’s faults?  Could it be that we as humans during the last two geologic time periods methodically perfected a technique to shield our most vulnerable, innermost self from a savage society.  It is widely believed that these artifacts survived as lone remnants of a dead culture, but what if they are actually, gifts from the past.  They were selected to survive because they were heralded as the greatest achievements of that age.  The only things worth saving as a society saw their way of life about to change forever.  A mask may cover the face, the entire head, or the head and shoulders.  Also they are sometimes considered part of an accompanying costume. Masks vary largely in their realism, symbolism, and their ornamentation. The kachina masks of the Pueblo peoples, for example, have only minimal facial features, whereas masks of the Native Americans of the Pacific Northwest are often elaborately carved and painted, may have movable jaws or other parts, and may even open to reveal a second mask beneath the first. Occasionally, a mask is not intended to be worn on the face, for example, the enormous ritual masks of Oceania and the tiny fingertip masks of Inuit women.  The wearer of a particular mask is frequently believed to be transformed into or possessed by the spirit inhabiting or represented by the mask.  It is the nature of a mask to consume the bearer and release the spirit trapped within.  It is my belief that a mask is most appreciated by a trapped spirit.  I no longer have need of one.
Article by Nimrod, The Mighty Hunter

I am Nimrod, and I prey on the most majestic of creatures.  I will introduce you to the ways of the hunt.  The method of hunting depends on the animal hunted. This week I used a method called locate and flush.  Hunters of grouse and pheasant walk through woods and fields and use trained dogs to locate and flush out game within gun range.  I camped out at a venue known to be an area of social interaction.  A group of trained dogs, “The St. Lunatics,” was in the area and were engaged in some sort of verbal, melodic form of communication.  Their soulful howl drew a huge crowd of them out.  Just as I suspected, these dogs had a bevy of potential trophies flushed out into the open!  Technique 2:  Stalking is done when a game animal is sighted but is out of range.  It is imperative that the wise hunter locate prey that is within his grasp.  Technique 3:  At night I prefer to use the spider technique.  Most spiders are active at night, and as a result they use their other senses more than they use their eyesight.  Only rely on your eyesight at close ranges, no more than a few feet.  The wise hunter maximizes his other senses in order to locate his prey.  Well, this week we went over locate and flush, stalking, and the spider technique.  Let me know how these techniques workout for you.

DEAN-TMH

Article by: Michael Green

Give them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their endeavors: give them after the work of their hands; render to them their desert. We all know what a desert is, or do we?  It refers to places or regions of the earth that are characterized by less than 254 mm (10 in) of annual rainfall, an evaporation rate that exceeds precipitation, and, in most cases, a high average temperature. Because of a lack of moisture in the soil and low humidity in the atmosphere, most of the sunlight penetrates to the ground. Daytime temperatures can reach 55° C (131° F) in the shade. At night the desert floor radiates heat back to the atmosphere, and the temperature can drop to near freezing.  I have found that this place exists in each of us.  A place that is intolerable and inhospitable to our life.  This is a place that wants to claim us all.  Many times in my mind I have come across the majestical, inaccessible, truth.  Clearly I could see it in my mind but as I said as soon as I perceived the truth the troubles of the world came and ripped it from my mind.  We lose more knowledge than we can replace.  It’s all erased by the desert.   I usually become entranced by a seemingly acceptable happenstance.  It could be a call from a friend or dwelling on a recent disappointment.  Unacceptable time has shown me this to be.  Tricked and misguided I was shown to be.  That is the key, which is the key.  As soon as I saw the truth, trouble came.  So, that is why it comes; it came to claim the truth from me.  It came to rob my peace of mind.  There is a place in each of us where these truths are found but only where clear thought and peace abound.  Many times I awake to consciousness in some deserted, wasteland of my mind when I was but a step away from the “fertile crescent”.  Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. (Luke8:12)  I wish that I could be heard, but I don’t listen enough to be listened too.  Life deals with each of us fairly; we all get what we have due.  The work of my hands if all I have.  It is all I have to give or wish to cede.  It is my greatest joy and justly my due reward.

Article by: Michael Green

DNA Fingerprinting is a method of identification that compares fragments of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). With the exception of identical twins; the complete DNA of each individual is unique.  A DNA fingerprint is constructed by first extracting a DNA sample from body tissue or fluid such as hair, saliva, or blood. The sample is then segmented using enzymes, and the segments are arranged by size using a process called electrophoresis. The segments are marked with probes and exposed on X-ray film, where they form a characteristic pattern of black bars—known as the DNA fingerprint. If the DNA fingerprints produced from two different samples match, the two samples probably came from the same person.  DNA fingerprinting was first developed as an identification technique in 1985. Originally used to detect the presence of genetic diseases, DNA fingerprinting soon came to be used in criminal investigations and forensic science. The first criminal conviction based on DNA evidence in the United States occurred in 1988. In criminal investigations, DNA fingerprints derived from evidence collected at the crime scene are compared to the DNA fingerprints of suspects. The DNA evidence can implicate or exonerate a suspect.  Generally, courts have accepted the reliability of DNA testing and admitted DNA test results into evidence. However, DNA fingerprinting is controversial in a number of areas: the accuracy of the results, the cost of testing, and the possible misuse of the technique.  The accuracy of DNA fingerprinting has been challenged for several reasons. First, because DNA segments rather than complete DNA strands are “fingerprinted,” a DNA fingerprint may not be unique; large-scale research to confirm the uniqueness of DNA fingerprinting test results has not been conducted. In addition, DNA fingerprinting is often performed in private laboratories that may not follow uniform testing standards and quality controls. Also, since human beings must interpret the test, human error could lead to false results. DNA fingerprinting is expensive. Suspects who are unable to provide their own DNA experts may not be able to adequately defend themselves against charges based on DNA evidence.  So you say, “Thanks for the DNA lesson but is there a point somewhere in here?”  Well, the Justice Department's inspector general has broadened an investigation, originally limited to alleged wrongdoing by a forensic technician, to look at the practices of the FBI lab unit that analyzes DNA in hundreds of crime cases a year, government officials say.

The inquiry, expected to last several more months, already has led to changes inside the lab's DNA unit in response to advice from outside scientists brought in by Justice Investigators.  The inspector general, an independent watchdog within the Justice Department, is trying to identify shortcomings in the lab after an FBI technician went undetected for two years as she failed to follow required procedure in analyzing DNA evidence, the officials said.  DNA evidence has become increasingly important in criminal cases and in appeals from old convictions before DNA evidence was widely used.  The investigation, coupled with recent revelations of DNA irregularities in a few local crime labs that work with the FBI, could affect Attorney General John Ashcroft's high-profile project to create a national DNA database to help law enforcers identify crime suspects through their genetic fingerprints.  The defense lawyers have not missed a step here.  They are planning challenges to the database and to DNA evidence in cases involving the one FBI lab technician or the local crime labs accused of wrongdoing.  The police lab in Houston is under grand jury investigation for its DNA work. A police lab in Fort Worth, Texas, is facing a criminal inquiry after revelations that top level forensic analysts ignored proper DNA procedures. Florida is grappling with a state crime lab worker in Orlando who falsified DNA data.  No matter how accurate or standard a technique gets the human part of the equation can never be eliminated.  Convictions are big business and whenever money is involved corruption will follow.

Article by: Michael Green

My thoughts are now upon a tale I read some time ago.  It is called, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.  If you get a chance take a look at it.  I will attach a link at the bottom of this page.  Many days I have sat in thought pondering whether or not my Lefts were right.  “Day after day, day after day, I sat without breath or motion; as idle as a painted ship upon a painted ocean,” Samuel Coleridge.  Many times I have experienced that things that seem available or things that seem to fit in place, are not always what they seem.  The mariner found him-self athirst upon the ocean surrounded by water but it could not nourish his soul.  We must see through the opaqueness of this water.  “Water, water, every where, and all the boards did shrink; Water, water, every where, Nor any drop to drink,” SC.  I think it a good point to make here that for those who do not know humans cannot be quenched by drinking salt water.  In fact it hastens death when it is near but on the surface saltwater appears to be a Godsend.  It is plentiful/available and deadly.  It is my experience that we are all sailors through the ocean of life.  We are very often surrounded by that which is more harmful to us than good.  Convenience is not always correct.  Life is not always about what feels right or what things seemingly fit into place.  It’s about the notion of faith and devotion.

I found myself alone in thought sulking instead of regrouping and preparing for the next battle.  “Alone, alone, all, all alone, Alone on a wide, wide sea!  And never a saint took pity on my soul in agony,” SC.  I’m one that never gives up or gives into anything but there is a peace that comes with knowing that you did things correctly.  Within “My Heart” I know full true; I did all that I could do.  When I finally allowed myself to accept this, “The self-same moment I could pray; and from my neck so free.  The Albatross fell off, and sank like lead into the sea,” SC.  It was commanded and much like the “Ancient Mariner” I have become a “fisher of men” hoping to bestow some valued truth on others.  “Forthwith this frame of mine was wrenched with a woeful agony, which forced me to begin my tale; and then it left me free,” SC.  There are schools of thought which teach that all the lessons in life may be assimilated by watching a colony of ants.  If this is true then surely you can learn from me.

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/stc/Coleridge/poems/Rime_Ancient_Mariner.html
Article by: Michael Green

I think it a good endeavor for each of us to find our own way of saying and doing things.  Many times I play with words, their meanings, and even their sounds.  I guess that’s how I wrote a play on words.  It is in the heart of each of us also to fiddle and dance around the concept of morality.  Morality Plays, were generic terms given to the English dramas of medieval times (from the 5th century to about the 15th century). These plays came into being after the Roman Catholic Church (1210) decreed a papal edict which forbade members of the clergy from appearing on a stage in public. Such plays had considerable influence on the work of the great English dramatists of the 1500s and 1600s.  I was admittedly ignorant of this particular genre of writing.  I was instructed by a close family friend to research Everyman because she insisted that parts of my book remind her of the ordeal experienced by the title character.  Of this I have no doubt because I know full well that I would not be the first person to play/tinker with the database of morality.

When the simple scenes from the Bible that had become part of the liturgy could no longer be performed by the priests, the miracle plays came into existence. The anonymous playwrights interwove interludes consisting of realistic comedy based on situations and ideas of a contemporary nature with well known biblical proverbs. These plays, therefore, were not only a biblical drama or scene, but also included scenes of realistic medieval comedy. The Second Shepherd's Play of the Wakefield Cycle is the next best known play of this sort. It is a story involving shepherds watching their flock in the fields on the night of Christ's birth.   It is then enlivened by the comic episode in which one of the sheep is stolen; the thief hides the sheep in a cradle in his home and, brought to bay, pretends the little animal is a baby girl.  These plays obviously have remained a part of society.  They were designed to instruct audiences in the Christian way of life and the Christian attitude toward death.  I think their design to be a sound one.   The general theme of the morality play is the conflict between good and evil for the human soul; the play always ends with the saving of the soul.  I guess I strayed from the ideal form here.  The characters of the morality play are not the saints or biblical personages of the miracle play, but personifications of such abstractions as flesh, gluttony, lechery, sloth, pride, envy, hope, charity, riches, and strength.  This sounds about right.
I will not attach a link this week; everyman will have to find one for himself. (
When you find it don’t be surprised if you find it somewhat difficult to read, but I assure you that it’s worth reading.  Thanks for listening and keep those posts, and emails coming!

Article by: Michael Green

A scientist by nature regards all scenarios as possible.  One cannot turn a blind eye to possible events and yet still call himself “a man of science.”  The universe is explored and studies in an attempt the trace its origins back to the source.  Deep space probes are launched into the far reaches of the galaxy in hopes of contacting intelligent life.  But how would one know if there was intelligent life out there?  A scientist would say, “the being would find a means of communication.  There would be a definite determinate response be it mathematical, audible, or visual.”  I would call that a pattern; we appropriated one billion tax payer dollars to construct the Hubble Space Telescope to search for such signs of intelligent life.  Why must we always do things backwards?  The answers are within; they are internal.  If you turn the telescope into a microscope things become clear.  There is a purposeful intelligence out there that has orderly constructed each being from a mass of what we call cells.  If you take the magic bullet theory and magnify it by the preposterous then you have an inkling of the likelihood of order coming from an explosion of ciaos.  If one bullet can hit a man three times then surely one huge bang can account for the perfection which is the planetary orbits.  It can be praised for the water cycle balance, DNA, the sparrow’s song, or even what we call a simple organism.  We call Algae simple organisms, but we still cannot duplicate their photosynthesis process.  The smallest simple organism, a type of bacterium known as a mycoplasma, measures 0.0001 mm (0.000004 in) in diameter; 10,000 mycoplasmas in a row are only as wide as the diameter of a human hair.  Not even a blip on our radar for that feat.  If a space observatory witness a few flashes of light from a distant planet they would be amazed; why is it that we take no notice of this design? According to the big bang theory, the universe expanded rapidly in its first microseconds. A single force existed at the beginning of the universe, and as the universe expanded and cooled, this force separated into those we know today: gravity, electromagnetism, the strong nuclear force, and the weak nuclear force.  Come on guys give it up!  One huge complication in the theory pertains to the presence of gravitational forces exerted by objects that cannot be seen; imagine that they don’t seem to understand the gravity of the situation.  Cosmologists now think that much of the universe—perhaps 99 percent— is dark matter, or matter that has gravity but that we cannot see or otherwise detect.  I think it laughable that they would name this dark matter.  Come on guys you have your heads in the wrong book.  The theory is based on the mathematical equations, known as the field equations, of the general theory of relativity set forth in 1915 by Albert Einstein. In 1922 Russian physicist Alexander Friedmann provided a set of solutions to the field equations. These “solutions” have served as the framework for much of the current theoretical work on the big bang theory.  Einstein himself initially believed that the universe was static. When his equations seemed to imply that the universe was expanding or contracting, Einstein added a constant term to cancel out the expansion or contraction of the universe. When the expansion of the universe was later discovered, Einstein stated that introducing this “cosmological constant” had been a mistake.  If you examine the way in which scientist present this so called evidence, things become clear.  The term “solutions to equations” appear to have the origin of life defined, bound, and domesticated.  Not true!  This is nothing more than an empirical formula that is changed whenever something pops up that proves it to be in error.  This is the state in which it will forever remain.

At the end of time and space

After all things are said

After all lives are retraced

The prosecution rests its case

The bride is wed

Discover a fresh start, the secrets of my heart

The true chart

A place of elements

Vast intelligence, things will make hell-a-sense

Now we are given time and space

One day, no more grace 

We will find that people need him

Read him

                                                              Michael Green

                                                              Michael Green
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Memorial Day is the legal holiday observed on the last Monday in May in most of the United States.  It is observed to honor our nation's armed services personnel killed in wartime. The holiday, originally called Decoration Day, is traditionally marked by parades, memorial speeches and ceremonies.  On this day graves all over our great nation are decorated with flowers and flags, hence the original name. Memorial Day was first observed on May 30, 1868, on the order of General John Alexander Logan for the purpose of decorating the graves of the American Civil War dead. 

The Unknown Soldiers

Here rests in honored glory 

Soldiers of sacrifice known but to God

One day we will all witness their story

Each day we all live safely on paths they trod

It is not one day that we pay tribute on

As a part of each loving citizen you live on

By laying down their lives to establish peace

They gave and still to this day give on

With God you are never alone

You are not unknown!

Your bodies never defined you

You have proven your worth

And though you have returned to earth

Your spirits live on in our hearts

So you’ll always have a home

Please let us atone

Right this great wrong

You are the substance

The verses of the American song

Your hearts provide the beat

Your courage, a melody sweet

Your heroism is the chorus 

Many times interned 

Rest in our hearts earned

By your selflessness we are all entreated

You were never defeated!
Michael Green

Michael Green
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The current quest for the “Holy Grail” has pushed us into deeper realms of vanity and stupidity.  Doctors currently search for the secrets behind Melatonin.  It is a naturally occurring hormone that is released into the bloodstream during the hours of darkness.   Scientists continue to study the function of melatonin in humans; they believe the hormone has an essential role in the body’s circadian rhythm. This rhythm regulates the physiological cycles and fluctuations that occur in the body within a 24-hour period, such as sleep-wake cycles, changes in body temperature, heart rate, and blood pressure. More recently melatonin has become a popular nonprescription dietary supplement with the alleged ability to combat a variety of health problems (here we go). The truth is that the diet/supplement industry is a billion dollar juggernaut that will pour any type swill out to the poor swine waiting to slop it up.  Too often public safety is the last thing considered because the FDA is by-passed.  Many of these products don’t fit into the technical range of what the FDA calls a Drug or Prescription Drug.

Melatonin is produced by the pineal body, a cone-shaped gland about the size of a pea that is situated near the center of the brain. The release of melatonin from the pineal body into the bloodstream is directed by the hypothalamus, a region of the brain that governs the body’s internal environment to maintain temperature, water balance, and hormone balance.  The hypothalamus receives cues about the amount of sunlight that is absorbed by the eye—darkness causes the hypothalamus to stimulate melatonin release while light suppresses its release.  (I’m concerned here because I’m not sure that anyone knows how tinkering with this delicate balance could affect someone short or long-term.)

Scientists theorize that because melatonin levels are low during the day and high at night, melatonin may instruct the body when it is day or night, enabling the body to adapt and meet the demands of its changing environment. Melatonin may also provide seasonal cues by, for instance, informing the body about the longer nights that occur in winter and the shorter nights in summer.

In animals it is clear that conveying information about day, night, or time of year is critical for mating and reproduction so that offspring are born at the best time of year, usually in the milder spring rather than the harsher winter. It is less clear how this role may affect humans. Some studies suggest that melatonin helps regulate sleep-wake cycles and is an effective treatment for some forms of insomnia, jet lag, or shift work.

Other studies have found that melatonin levels in the body decline with age in humans, leading some researchers to speculate that melatonin acts as an antiaging hormone by alleviating some of the adverse effects of aging such as heart disease.  (I knew it!  I knew it!  The fools gold, snake-oil, fountain of youth scam.)   The levels of most hormones decline with advancing age and there is little evidence to indicate that melatonin supplements can slow the aging process.
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My spirit is contrary my mind repulsive 

My thoughts tend to always allude

My actions mirror my mood

There is a hint of perfection in being short

I often found myself giving one word answers if at all

Take a Rose in hand, I’ll relay my abstract view 

In hope that by receiving, a life lesson will find you

Now describe what you see when compared with me

I’ll just say, “Descent” and leave it at that

In my response I show my humility

I admit my inability to properly sing its praise

In your many words have you surpassed mine?

Have you done this dead rose justice, you hold

Does it not seem cold to harm what you describe?

Have your many words kept it alive? 

I think it better to say descent

And praise it with life in heaven’s rays

Being left alone is the highest praise

Often times I come across as being withdrawn

I love exploring the levels of my mind

I know that many would like to travel here

Many will be drawn here if I ever let them come

They have no clue how much this dam holds back

They always say societal skills I lack

I frustrate those around me, some clown me

But I have no need to help them understand

You must think backwards to process

They want to accept me but

I can’t be that responsive

So most take objection to my direction

A good actress would never try and counteract

In that there is understanding concerning my tack

There are times in life when we all must hold back

Or everyday one would tend to overact

I was born under the scorpion sign

My fall was thus planned by nature

Not through vile offense

By the hand of stars my fate, decided

Through the course of stars my ship, guided

When over turned not righted

Deep within the cabin of my mind, Captain

I plot my voyage through serpent filled seas

I ignore the serpent filled pleas of women

They plot and plan to try and take me in

To no avail, I fail to place my care in them

I know the voice of wisdom, but forget when to follow

Well, I know that one should always obey

But allow certain things to make my heart stray

I become a willing pawn of the Luminaries

How vain of me

To think I could alone maintain my course

Through high winds, rain, and hail

I planned to just bring in the sail

I’ll weather it all and wait for the tail

But the planets pull with power

To them a hurricane is but a shower

I was prepared for natural elements

I had no knowledge of the true chart

But periodically troubles they start

I listened but a moment yet to long

Taking in the harpies’ song

Fueled my foolish desire to listen but not heed

Planted, tilled and nourished the dark seed

Inside me growing soaking up the light

Til monumental wrong engulfed all right

MICHAEL GREEN

MICHAEL GREEN
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Sing For the Moment

A moment is a conscious experience of duration, the period during which an action or event occurs. It is also a dimension representing a succession of such actions or events. Time is defined as one of the fundamental quantities of the physical world, similar to length and mass in this respect. The concept that time is a fourth dimension on a par with the three dimensions of space: length, width, and depth is counted as one of the foundations of modern physics.  The term moment is also defined as a force multiplied by a distance.  A moment to me is defined as the most precious thing I have or can give. We spend our lives amassing wealth by working 40hr weeks.  Family is neglected to squirrel and save enough for things like cars, living quarters, and college funding.  Many times we say that family is the most important thing, but it is often times the first thing neglected.  It is assumed that there will always be an opportunity to make-up for lost time.  

Not true, there is no way to recoup lost value.  Keeping this in mind I dislike wasting a moment on anything that does not provide some value to me.  I get asked a-lot, “how I’m doing?”  I’m never sure of what the question means or even if it’s a question at all.  I say this because our society is full of formalities.  We have face-to-face formalities such as handshakes and we have a separate phone form.  Why should I take a moment to answer a question that is not sincere?  I’m boycotting “space questions”.  I’ll define this as a question that fills a void or is the prelude to the “real question”.  I’m a straight forward person and that’s how people should approach me.  You don’t have to ask me how I’m doing before you ask me for twenty dollars unless you’re referring to my bank statement.  I’m beginning to think that people don’t really care about how I’m doing?  To test this I began to come up with unacceptable generic answers to this and similar questions.  I practiced this philosophy for some time before I began to see this in itself as wasting time.  My rash behavior had only made the problem worse.  What a ca-dum-da-dum-drum! 

The title, Sing for the Moment, refers to the M&M song.  If you haven’t heard it, take a moment and listen to it.  I’m not pump’n the album I’m really just pump’n new experiences.  Music in all its forms is appreciated by me.  

Article by: Michael Green

Nimrod is my name; my law survives and thrives in the most important of struggles.  As the potentate of strategy I originated this technique and a program to instruct others.  I am the mighty hunter so I will introduce you to the ways of the hunt.  The method of hunting depends on the prey desired.  This week I brought a few fellow prowlers along to assist me in the hunt.  We must be swift and alert moving with all calculated care being ready to act should the quarry be sighted.  When stand hunting, it is wise to take positions along a game trail and wait for the quarry to go by.  The beach is a great location for stand hunting.  There is always a tower setup and in close proximity of the game trail.  Beach dwellers obviously know the importance of a good post.  This week’s technique is called driving, or beating.  This is done when a group of hunters moves through an area deliberately arousing the prey, trying to guide them in the direction of other hunters.  Let’s not forget here that proper “hunting attire” is crucial for the successful hunt.  Red is my color of choice here, due to its ability to help my fellow hunters locate me in this environment.  I have also noticed that our prey is somehow drawn to and soothed by this color.  I believe that it is somehow tied to being on the beach.  As mid morning approaches I see the first of them trickling over the sand dunes.  Just as I suspected they travel on the game trail heading directly for the beach.  How foolish of them to frolic in the open, “uncovered”.  We wait high above the herd for the first group to hit the water.  Yes, there they go and as they enjoy the cool comforts of the water my agents move in surrounding them.  They breach the water’s surface ingeniously disguised as local reef predators.  

The panicked prey dart for the shoreline and right into my clutches.  They instinctively run to my tower and become another success story for the bad guys.  Easy pick’ns!  
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No longer a boy in years

I stand saluting my countries flag

It stands for hope and freedom

It waves to greet the huddled masses

Assembled here on this great day in July

Mobilized to watch the parades flow by

The paratroopers in the sky

Gathered in remembrance

To celebrate our Independence

We come together to commemorate this

The Acts of the Continental Congress

The rights our forefathers listed 

That great day in 1776 revisited

Those who stood their ground for freedom

With great Patriots to lead them

Cry Freedom

Let it ring

I cherish and protect these rights 

And the hope that each day brings

Fireworks light up the night

Our soldiers standup to fight

Each citizen knows his pledge

Who shall carry the flag if I should fall?

One nation under God indivisible

With Liberty and Justice for All

Michael Green

Michael Green
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My mind is tired, pondering on that promised place of peace.  

I find myself looking for ways of escaping conscious thought.  

Hoping monotony and practiced musing will overcome my minds 

Directive.  

Moments of enlightenment like a drug abusing, my competitive nature will

 Not allow for loosing. It is imperative that I finish this narrative. 

 Find a path that’s narrow and follow it like eyes on the sparrow.  

Walk between the mean, but allow for one standard deviation.  

Risk assesses the situation and when the raindrops fall; find a path 

Between all.  

Sure it falls in a cycle, but not on Michael.  A clear path is sometimes one

Of the most daunting; one of the most haunting.  

Why would I linger in shadow when I know where light can be found?  

Why must I fight on this battlefield?  

Does evil triumph when good men yield?    
Michael Green

Michael Green
Madden No More? Is It Mere Myth Or Very Close To The Truth? 

This year’s Madden NFL 2005 will be the last Madden ever. Upon hearing this, I thought it was ridiculous. Madden is the top selling football game ever. It would not make sense for EA to end a franchise as big as Madden. 

I soon received some conformation on the rumor from inside sources at Sony, stating that John Madden’s contract with EA Sports ends this year and he maybe signing a contact with the ESPN Network. It’s sad news to any true football fan to hear this; ESPN football aka (Sega Sports) has always made sub-par games and it is unthinkable that Madden would turn his back on the company he put on the map, just to make a few more bucks.  No, never that!  This has to be a ploy by Madden to leverage his value as he renegotiates his contract with EA Sports.  
This is big news. ESPN NFL Football and Madden NFL Football are the two biggest sports competitors and rivals in the industry. Even though Madden out-sells Sega’s title every year, the past two years have shown Sega’s 2K3 and 2K4 have sneaked above Madden’s NFL 2003 and 2004 titles in ratings overall. 

Well what does this mean? EA’s success in their football franchise has been largely helped by two factors: One, when it debuted on the PS2 years ago, it had virtually no competition. Their closest competitor was the start of the 2K series on the Dreamcast, which was drowned out by the success and embrace the PS2 received at launch. Sega’s 2K series therefore was deemed by some as the best sports series never played. Because Madden had no competition, everyone played it, and became used to the game play and enjoyed it. 

The 2nd factor was its name. Everyone knew John Madden; he was the lovable coach that bumbled into our hearts and gave players a top notch game. John Madden’s NFL Football from the Sega Genesis was a hit title. The name helped it sell. So if Madden moves over to ESPN, which will definitely hurt the EA franchise and help, propel Sega’s ESPN NFL Football series into the known spotlight. 

The football game itself however will not end if the deal goes through. EA will give it another name and change up the presentation that is linked to Madden. So the game itself will stay in tact, only with a different face. If madden leaves, this will be the last football game I purchase; I’ll enjoy Madden05 as if this is the last game that I will ever play!

Only time will tell if the deal goes through. As we receive more confirmation on the situation, we will have it here for you.
